covering the sectors of defense, security, energy and civil aviation, was
concluded on Sunday, May 24" with brief demonstration flights of fighters
and helicopters.

The highlights of the 2" “Athens International”, which took place at the
“Metropolitan” exhibition center and at the “Z” taxiway of the Athens
International Airport “El. Venizelos”, were the concurrent conference with
speeches by prominent members of the government and the main opposition
party, the official participation of six embassies with special kiosks (Canada,
France, Hungary, Israel, Russia, United Kingdom) and, despite the global
economic crisis, the increased number of participants (154 institutions and
companies compared to 102 in 2008).

The conference of the “Athens International” was organized with the
cooperation of the “Constantine Karamanlis Institute for Democracy”
(endorsed by the ND ruling party), the “Andreas Papandreou Institute for
Strategic and Development Studies” (endorsed by the PASOK main
opposition party) and the prestigious “Hellenic Foundation for European and
Foreign Policy” (ELIAMEP), which agreed to cooperate for the first time
ever and, especially, at the peak of a tough campaign for the European
Parliament elections. Among the speakers were the Minister of Development
C. Hatzidakis, the Minister of Tourism Development K. Markopoulos, the
Deputy Foreign Minister M. Varvitsiotis, the Deputy Minister of National
Defense I. Plakiotakis, the Political Representative of PASOK on Economy
L. Katseli, the Political Representative of PASOK on Defense V.
Papandreou, the PASOK MP Ev. Papachristos and the General Director of
the National Intelligence Service of Greece Ambassador 1. Corantis.
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